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P N E U M A T I C  S Y S T E M S

Cut your
pruning
bill down
to size
  
Invest in a pruning
system that reduces man
hours, improves cut
quality, and increases
your bottom line. 

Call for your nearest dealer

1-800-255-9180
www.brewtpowersystems.com

AMERICAN GRAPE VARIETIES
FRENCH HYBRID VARIETIES

AMERICAN PREMIUM SEEDED VARIETIES
AMERICAN PREMIUM SEEDLESS VARIETIES

 CONCORD NURSERIES INC.
 MILEBLOCK RD.    NORTH COLLINS, NY  14111
 PHONE 716-337-2485   FAX 716-337-3246
 ALL AREAS 800-223-2211
 concordnurseries.com

Bloom Thinner for ‘Summerred’ Apple 
Trees” to “Using Naphthaleneacetic 
Acid To Reduce Shoot Growth When 
A Heading Cut Is Used To Lower Tree 
Height In Super-Spindle Apple Trees.”

Touring Local Orchards
Another highlight was participat-

ing in the orchard tours of both the 
NYSAES at Geneva and commercial 
orchard and nursery operations in 
the area. All the participants were 

in awe of the depth and breadth of 
the work at the Geneva NYSAES by 
Robinson and his colleagues. The 
range included extensive system 
trials on cherry, apple, and pear to 
extensive apple rootstock trials from 
Dr. Gennaro Fazio’s USDA/Cornell 
Geneva Breeding program. We were 
most impressed with the numerous 
sweet cherry system trials under high 
tunnel culture.

Of great interest to all were the 

orchard and nursery operations at 
Wafler Farms, Inc. On the nursery side, 
manager Bill Pitts demonstrated his 
techniques and the equipment used to 
precision apply plant growth regula-
tors to increase and promote branching 
(feathers) on one-year-old stock in the 
nursery. Paul Wafler gave us a hands-
on demonstration of how he manages 
his tall spindle Gala production.

Another highlight of the tour was 
visiting the orchard of Alison and 
Tom DeMarree. Outstanding growers, 
they have jumped on the club variety 
bandwagon, having joined the MN 
1914 apple club. The big question at 
the time was, what will MN 1914 be 
named? They would not tell us; they 
were sworn to secrecy. Since then, the 
cat has been let out of the bag: MN 
1914 has been named SweeTango.

At Demarree’s, we were treated to 
an outstanding 10-acre apple block 
of SweeTango grown in a tall spindle 
system. We also learned the ins and 
outs of being in a club and the costs 
involved. It was quite steep to become 
a member, but the trade off will be lim-
ited controlled production and exten-
sive marketing support from Pepin 
Heights Orchards in Minnesota, who 
bought the management rights for this 
club from the University of Minnesota.

One last highlight comes to mind 
for me: the ability to interact with 
growers, researchers, and Extension 
scientists all working in the area of 
improving tree fruit production. After 
31 years in the pomology Extension 
game, I have made friends from all 
areas of the world, often as a result 
of participating in these international 
conferences and symposiums. The 
knowledge gained as well as shared 
can never truly be measured.   ●

Win Cowgill is a professor and area fruit agent with 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension’s New Jersey Agricultural 
Experiment Station.
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Click For More

The International Society for 
Horticultural Science (ISHS) has a 
website (www.ishs.org) to direct you 
to their publications, primarily Acta 
Hort (www.actahort.org). The web-
sites and publications are very useful 
to growers and are searchable by 
topic, author, etc. The abstracts (sum-
mary highlights) can be viewed online 
for free. Non-members of ISHS can 
purchase entire articles individually.


